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The application of the Ionic type of capital to peristyles,
to which it was ill adapted, gave rise to new complex
forms. Various cases arose, each of which presented
peculiar difficulties. Temples, or other rectangular build-
ings surrounded by a peristyle, required a modification of
the corner capitals so that the volutes might appear on ad-
joining, instead of on opposite, sides of the capital. In
Ionia and in Greece this was usually accomplished by
twisting the corner volutes into a diagonal position. In
Macedonia, Sicily and in southern Italy, the pulvinus
was often omitted and a four-faced capital formed with
all the volutes posed diagonally.

In the case of circular buildings with peristyles we
might expect that the forms of capitals would be modified
to a somewhat trapezoidal shape. This, however, appears
not to have been the case with the Philippeion at Olympia.

A newproblem was presented when the peristyle extended
around an open court, as in market-places and private
houses. Here, when the Ionic order is used, juxtaposed
volutes form a reentrant, not an external, angle. As this
presented a form not altogether agreeable, we may well un-
derstand that the circular types of capitals were preferred
for such courts, or that the awkward angle was avoided
by the use of the square pillar with a rectangular capital.

Clustered columns with corresponding capitals were rare,
although, in the case of antae, the half column and square
pier were not infrequently combined. In the Pergamon
Museum at Berlin there is an interesting triplex Doric
capital which crowned a clustered shaft. The principal
opening of the colonnade in front of the Temple of Isis at
Pompeii1 was between two massive piers with lateral at-

i Man, Fig. 74.